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The field of Southeast Asian studies is quickly advancing 

in the r eg ion . T h e f i rs t ba tch of g radua te s tuden t s o n 

language training grants have left fo r their study: a Malaysian 

studying D u t c h in Indonesia; another Malaysian, a Fi l ipino 

and t w o Indonesians studying Thai in Thai land; A Fi l ipino 

and a Thai in Indonesia taking Bahasa; and an Indonesian 

in the Phi l ippines learning Tagalog. 

The first group of visiting professors have also delivered 

their lectures in var ious Southeast As ian universit ies: D r . 

Taufik Abdu l l ah and D r . A d r i a n Lapian, bo th Indonesian, 

l e c tu red at the Un i ve r s i t y o f Malaya ; so did D r . Serafin 

Qu iazon f rom the Philippines. Indonesia played host to two 

visiting professors f r o m the Un ivers i ty of the Phi l ippines, 

D r . C o n s u e l o Paz and D r . Ma r i a Luisa Camagay, and t o 

Dr . Sukanya of Thammasat University; while the University 

of the Phi l ippines rece i ved D r . Ibrahim A l f i an of Gadjah 

Mada Univers i ty and D r . Thane t A p h o r n s u v a n of T h a m 

masat. In r e t u r n , T h a m m a s a t Un i v e r s i t y had D r . D j o k o 

Surya of Indonesia as its visiting professor . 

In ou r next issue the SEAS Bulletin will repor t on the 

second batch of Southeast Asian scholars w h o were recently 

awarded grants by the Japan Foundat ion As ia C e n t e r and 

the T o y o t a Foundat ion t o e i ther study a Southeast As ian 

language (or a " s o u r c e " language such as Dutch o r Spanish); 

to pursue a postgraduate degree in another Southeast Asian 

university; to del iver lectures as a visiting professor ; o r to 

undertake a collaborative project with o ther Southeast Asian 

researchers. The numbers are growing which can only mean 

that Southeast As ian studies are ser ious ly being pursued 

by scholars in the region. 

For n o w we wish t o focus on a very excit ing project 

that we hope will help crystallize the Southeast Asian agenda 

and s o w the seeds of a c o m m u n i t y o f Sou theas t As i an 

scholars v igorous ly interact ing w i th one another . Th is is 

the Regional C o n f e r e n c e on Southeas t A s i a in the 20TH 

Century . Originally the idea, as conce ived by the SEASREP 

Counc i l , was to expound on what the present century has 

meant to Southeast As ia in its var ious aspects — polit ics, 

e conomic s , cu l ture , gender , sc ience and techno logy . But 

the fear was subsequently expressed by another g roup of 

Southeast Asians that the conference might attract primarily 

h i s to r i ans o f all k inds and leave o u t c u l t u r e and o t h e r 

specialists in the region. Hence the broader title, Southeast 

As i a in the 20TH Cen tu r y . 

The project moves us because of its potential impact. 

Be fo re this c e n t u r y c o m e s to a c l o se , Sou theas t As i an 

scholars f rom different parts of the region will gather together 

to share their views o n h o w their reg ion, their countr ies 

and soc ie t ies have been t r a n s f o r m e d o v e r the past ten 

decades. Before the 21 ST century opens, therefore, we will 

have made our statement to ourselves and before the wor ld . 

The project moves us, too , because it opens the d o o r 

to greater interaction among Southeast Asians w h o live next 

to each other but have much to learn about their neighbors. 

The barriers are gradually breaking d o w n and in the century 

to come, we can look fo rward to what Shaharil Talib calls 

a "border l ess Southeast A s i a . " 

Southeast Asianists f rom other parts of the wo r ld are 

w e l c o m e to l isten and exchange the i r v iews dur ing the 

conference. W e wil l issue the announcement and the call 

for papers soon after the new year opens. Interested scholars 

can wr i te us directly if they wish to receive these notices. 
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Regional Conference on 

Southeast Asia 

in the 20th Century 

T he 2 0 T H c e n t u r y is a ma jo r 
t u r n i n g po in t in t h e d e v e l o p 
m e n t o f Sou theas t As i an s o 

cieties. In this pe r i od Southeast As ian 
nation-states e vo l ved in to the po l i t i 
cal and c u l t u r a l e n t i t i e s by w h i c h 
t h e i r p e o p l e s , g o v e r n m e n t s , a n d 
pecul iar ident i t ies are n o w p r e d o m i 
nan t l y d e f i n e d by t h e r e s t o f t h e 
w o r l d . T h e r eg ion i tself has b e c o m e 
an act ive p layer in t h e w o r l d scene , 
n o t t he m e r e b l ob o f ea r th and sea 
s o u t h e a s t o f t h e O l d W o r l d , t h e 
ob jec t o f e n t e r p r i s e and c o n q u e s t . 

T h e p rocess has n o t been w i t h 
o u t upheava l s , h o w e v e r . W a r s o f 
i ndependence had t o be fought, w o n 
and lost ; e c o n o m i e s in tegra ted , i s o 
la ted and r e - i n t e g r a t e d ; and layer 
after layer o f cu l tura l inf luences have 
been padded o n t o anc ient cu l tu res 
and h i s t o r i e s , c r e a t i n g pa t t e rn s o f 
g r o w t h t ha t have v i b r a n t l y , if n o t 
confused ly , m i x e d o l d and new . Ev i 
dent ly , t he Sou theas t A s i a tha t wi l l 
s tep in to the 21 ST c e n t u r y is a t r ans 
f o r m e d Southeas t A s i a o f the 1900s. 

T h e c los ing of t he 2 0 T H cen tu r y 
p rov ides an impe tus f o r Sou theas t 
As i an scho la r s t o co l l ec t i ve l y re f lect 
u p o n and e x a m i n e the t r a n s f o r m a 
t i on p r o c e s s tha t has t aken place in 
the reg ion in its va r ious man i fes ta 
t i on . 

A C o n f e r e n c e that w i l l enab le 
S o u t h e a s t A s i a n s c h o l a r s t o v i e w 
the i r t r a n s f o r m a t i o n p r o c e s s f r o m 
the i r o w n lenses c rea tes a d is t inc t 
p e r s p e c t i v e . T h r o u g h i n s i g h t f u l 
i nqu i r y o n t h e past- in-the-making, 
S o u t h e a s t A s i a n s can t h e n e q u i p 
themse lves w i t h the f r a m e w o r k and 
self-awareness necessary f o r chart ing 
t he i r fu tures . 

W i t h t h e g e n e r o u s s u p p o r t o f 
t he Japan F o u n d a t i o n A s i a C e n t e r 
and the T o y o t a F o u n d a t i o n , as we l l 

as t he c o m m i t m e n t o f t he five s igna
t o r y universit ies t o the M e m o r a n d u m 
of U n d e r s t a n d i n g f o r the p r o m o t i o n 
of Southeas t As i an Studies, this C o n 
f e r ence wi l l s o o n b e c o m e real ity. In 
January n e x t year , t he f o r m a l call f o r 
papers wi l l be made. T h e C o n f e r e n c e 
itself is t o take place in January 1998 
in the Ph i l ipp ines . 

T h e C o n f e r e n c e aims t o : 
• ident i fy t he f o r ces and fac to rs s ig
n i f i c a n t in s h a p i n g 2 0 T H c e n t u r y 
Sou theas t A s i a as a w h o l e and its 
va r ious aspects ; 
• def ine the va r ious f o r m s — c u l 
t u r a l , po l i t i ca l , e c o n o m i c and o t h e r s 
— in to w h i c h Sou theas t As i an s o c i 
et ies have e vo l v ed in the cen tu ry ; 
• e l abo ra t e u p o n Sou theas t A s i a n 
perspec t i ves o n the reg ion 's t r ans 
f o r m a t i o n p r o c e s s ; and 
• assess the e m e r g e n t t r ends , fo r ces 
and fea tures that w i l l r ema in signif i 
cant in t he n e x t cen tu ry . 

F o r m o s t o f t he reg ion and t he i r 
na t ion-s ta tes ' m o d e r n h i s t o r y , t h e 
w r i t i n g and s i f t ing o f e x p e r i e n c e s 
have been d o m i n a t e d by non- ind ig 
enous scholars . Thus , in add i t ion , t he 
C o n f e r e n c e and the papers tha t w i l l 
be g e n e r a t e d w i l l he lp c o r r e c t t he 
imba lance in Sou theas t A s i a n s t u d 
ies, a f ie ld d e v e l o p e d and d o m i n a t e d 
by W e s t e r n scholars . It is a lso i m p o r 
tant that the C o n f e r e n c e serves as a 
venue f o r the exchange of ideas and 
v i ews a m o n g scho la rs in the reg ion 
because of the need t o bui ld a c o m 
mun i t y o f Sou theas t As i an scho la rs . 
T h e C o n f e r e n c e wi l l a lso be an o p 
p o r t u n i t y f o r these scholars t o share 
t h e i r p e r s p e c t i v e s w i t h o t h e r s e n 
gaged in S o u t h e a s t A s i a n s t u d i e s 
ou t s i de the r eg ion . 

T h e C o n f e r e n c e wi l l highlight six 
m a j o r t h e m e s in t h e u n f o l d i n g o f 
Sou theas t A s i a in the 20TH cen tu r y : 

c u l t u r e and soc ie ta l t r a n s f o r m a t i o n ; 
e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t ; po l i t i cs , the 
s ta te and c iv i l s o c i e t y ; g e n d e r and 
g e n d e r d i s c o u r s e in Southeas t A s i a ; 
e n v i r o n m e n t , s c i ence and t e c h n o l 
ogy; and pe rspec t i ves in the s tudy of 
Sou theas t A s i a . 

T h e C o n f e r e n c e wi l l a lso serve 
the goals o f t he M e m o r a n d u m of U n 
ders tand ing on Southeast As ian S tud
ies s igned by five univers i t ies in the 
r e g i o n . A r t i c l e II o f the a g r e e m e n t 
speci f ies regional and o t h e r c o n f e r 
e n c e s as p o s s i b l e v e n u e s f o r e x 
c h a n g e s a m o n g S o u t h e a s t A s i a n 
s cho l a r s . 

T o b r o a d e n the par t i c ipa t ion of 
S o u t h e a s t A s i a n s c h o l a r s in t h e 
C o n f e r e n c e , a l i m i t e d n u m b e r o f 
t rave l subsidies fo r paper readers wi l l 
be o f f e r e d o n a c o m p e t i t i v e basis. 
T h e t e r m s a n d c o n d i t i o n s of t h e 
t r a v e l g r a n t w i l l be a n n o u n c e d in 
January 1997 a long w i t h the call f o r 
papers . 

A l t h o u g h t h e C o n f e r e n c e is 
be ing o rgan i zed in Man i la , the idea 
is t h e p r o d u c t o f t he S E A S R E P 
C o u n c i l wh i ch b r a i n s to rmed on the 
c o n c e p t in its mee t i ng in Bandung, 
Indones ia and in Man i la , Phi l ippines 
in 1995. Fo r f u r the r inquir ies about 
t h e C o n f e r e n c e , w r i t e t he S E A S 
Bul let in . © 

Mi r i am C . Fe r r e r and Mar ia Serena I. 
Diokno, Th i r d W o r l d Studies Cen te r . U P 
Co l lege of Social Sciences and Phi losophy. 



Southeast 

Asians 
look at themselves 

and the Region 

I O n 2 6 and 27 October 1996, five 

scholars from Southeast Asia met in 

Manila to flesh out the themes of the 

Regional Conference on SEA in the 20TH 

Century. Each of them will read a 

synoptic paper on a major theme that 

will be discussed in plenary sessions, 

while the more specific topics will be 

addressed at the panel level in smaller, 

simultaneous workshops. Proposals from 

scholars interested in reading a paper 

will be clustered by topic or sub-theme 

in the workshops. 

The theme on gender will be done 

by an Indonesian scholar who was un

able to join the writer's workshop in 

Manila. Her piece will be featured in the 

next issue. This is how the other five 

scholars intend to develop their respec

tive themes. 

Politics, the State and Civil Society 
S ida Sonsr i Thammasat Un ivers i ty 

T h e polit ical systems presently governing the lives of South 
east Asia 's 400 mi l l ion inhabitants have been built on cons ide r 
ably different cul tures; the religious c o m p o n e n t a lone embraces 
Buddhism, Con fuc i an i sm, Chr is t ian i ty , H indu i sm , and Islam. T h e 
polit ics o f these countr ies has been cond i t ioned by colonia l rule, 
a l though t o a lesser degree in the case o f Thai land. A s a result, 
after i ndependence , the pol i t ica l cha rac t e r o f these states has 
c o n t i n u e d t o be signif icantly affected by a w ide range o f re la 
t ionsh ips w i t h ou t s ide p o w e r s . W i t h the rise o f i ndependen t 
states, the col lapse o f the Soviet U n i o n and the upsurge in de 
mocra t i za t ion movements t h r o u g h o u t the w o r l d , d e m o c r a c y is 
and remains the only mode l of governance w i th b road ideo log i 
cal legi t imacy and appea l . 

T h e paper wi l l focus on the process of democra t i za t i on in 
the reg ion as it e x p e r i e n c e d a n u m b e r o f cr ises : the cris is o f 
identity, wh ich has led to internal confl icts as in the case of Burma; 
the crisis o f legit imacy, wh i ch has w i tnessed the rise and fall of 
s o m e gove rnments and the l ingering presence of o thers in the 
reg ion ; the difficulty of government ' s ability t o enforce its dec i 
sions at various levels of society and in different parts of the c o u n 
try; the crisis of cit izen part ic ipat ion and the demand for popular 
empowe rmen t ; and the need to redistr ibute wealth and resources 
so that d e m o c r a c y becomes real and viable. @ 

Culture and Societal Transformation 
W a z i r Jahan K a r i m Universi t i Sains Malaysia 

A great deal of what has been said about Southeast As ia is 
in reality der ived f r o m the academic assumpt ion that Southeast 
A s i a is devo id o f its o w n ind igenous or ig ins and is mere l y an 
outpos t , trading center and playing field of greater As ia and Eu
r o p e . But m u c h has been d i s c o v e r e d a b o u t the reg ion w h i c h 
challenges such a suppos i t ion. Tradi t iona l polit ical and economic 
systems and gender re lat ionships, fo r example , demonst ra te v i 
brant, m o r e complementa ry exchanges than the supposedly en 
l ightened, humane co lon ia l systems. 

The modern i ty o f Southeast As ia over the last decades has, 
h o w e v e r , posed se r i ous ques t i ons a b o u t the susta inabi l i ty of 
ind igenous soc ia l sys tems and the poss ib i l i t i es o f g loba l- loca l 
cultural integrat ion in the future . G i ven the phenomena l impact 
of industr ial izat ion, urbanizat ion and the global izat ion of pr imary 
and service industr ies wh i ch are increasingly adapted to W e s t 
e rn o r East As ian managerial ope ra t i ons , h o w much of Sou th 
east As i a remains indigenized? T h e impact o f global mul t imedia 
o n Southeast As i an cu l tu re , f o r instance, is increasingly signif i 
cant since major media ne two rks are still c on t ro l l ed o r o w n e d 

[cont inued next page] 

(Above , L-R) Sida Sonsr i , W a z i r Jahan 
Ka r im (Below, L-R) Reynaldo C . Ileto, 
J omo Sundaram and Roger Posadas. 



by W e s t e r n agencies. T rends t o w a r d W e s t e r r accu l tura 
t i on may no t so easily be subsumed by a pan Southeast 
As ian effort at p r o m o t i n g indigenous material cul ture for 
efforts to do so cont inue to be dependent o n superficial, 
pol i t ica l inputs f r o m gove rnmen t s ra ther than f r o m the 
peop le . A Southeas t As i an rena issance in the 2 1ST c e n 
tury wi l l , there fore , depend o n the weal th of creative and 
intel lectual capital w h i c h SEA can generate f o r itself. © 

Environment, 
Science and Technology 
R o g e r Posadas Univers i ty of the Phil ippines 

T h e i n t roduc t i on of W e s t e r n science into Southeast 
As ia by co lon izers and foreign t raders in the early part o f 
the 20TH c e n t u r y and subsequen t e f for ts by Sou theas t 
As ian nations t o deve lop the i r o w n independent , self-re
liant, and self-sustaining sc ience seem to con f i rm G e o r g e 
Basalla's three-stage mode l f o r the i n t roduc t i on and dif
fusion of m o d e r n science in non-European societ ies: first, 
the conduc t of scientif ic surveys and geographical e x p l o 
rat ions of the c o l o n y by Eu ropean and later , A m e r i c a n 
scientists; second , the conduc t by native scientists t h e m 
selves o f co lon ia l sc ience , that is, sc ience dependent on 
and or iented t o w a r d European o r A m e r i c a n science; and 
last, the struggle o f the local scientif ic c o m m u n i t y t o es
tablish an independent , sc ient i f ic t r ad i t i on and cu l tu re . 

A l l Southeast As ian nations have exper ienced the first 
stage and are n o w struggling t o move f r o m the second to 
the th ird stage. It is, there fore , interesting to compare the 
present state o f nat ional sc ience deve lopment in the re 
g ion and to share expe r i ences , p rob l ems and lessons of 
Southeast Asians as they struggle to develop an indepen
dent, national scientif ic cu l ture and t rad i t ion . This w o u l d 
also inc lude a c o m p a r i s o n of techno log ica l deve lopment 
among Southeast As ian count r ies , the i r strategic t e chno 
logical deve l opmen t thrusts and the i r modes of t e c h n o l 
ogy acqu is i t ion . © 

o f E u r o p e a n e x p e r i e n c e s . D u r i n g co lon i a l ru le , h i s to ry 
was useful in the service of foreign ends. A s a react ion to 
co lonia l ism, history was harnessed for the purpose of na
t iona l i sm and the f o r m a t i o n of nat ional ident i ty (as ev i 
dent in the t ex tbooks ) . 

T h e paper wi l l examine perspect ives in the study of 
Southeast As ia over t ime and assert the need to veer away 
f r o m E u r o c e n t r i s m and d isp lace t r ad i t i ona l n o t i o n s of 
Southeast As i an h is tory and soc iet ies . T h e w h o l e thrust 
t o w a r d s a rigid nation-state f r a m e w o r k , f o r instance, is 
n o w unde r cha l lenge by marg ina l i zed e thno-nat iona l i s t 
groups . W o m e n histor ians v igorous ly redef ine male-or i 
ented h is tory . In examin ing these and o t h e r chal lenges, 
the paper intends t o suggest a l ternat ives t o the l imit ing 
parad igms tha t g o v e r n S o u t h e a s t A s i a n h i s to r i c a l d i s 
course . © 

Economic Development 
J o m o S u n d a r a m Univers i t i Malaya 

W i t h the emergence of the dragon economies c o m 
posed of the first generat ion N e w l y Industrialized C o u n 
tries (NICs) such as South Korea , Taiwan, Hong Kong and 
Singapore, on the one hand, and the subsequent rise of the 
tiger economies, composed of the second generation N ICs , 
namely Malaysia, Thai land and Indonesia, on the other , an 
e c o n o m i c divide n o w dist inct ly classifies Asia 's boom ing 
economies . T h e quest ion " W h y can't tigers be dragons?" 
is thus to be posed and exp lo r ed in the paper. Using the 
tiger-dragon images as a f ramework , the similarities and dif
ferences of the economies of these states and the dynamics 
of the i r e c o n o m i c deve lopmen t processes wi l l be juxta 
posed . O n the o t h e r hand, the paper wi l l also look into 
why some Southeast As ian states are currently exper ienc
ing an economic b o o m (the " t igers" ) , while others lag be
h ind . Fo r these lesser e c o n o m i e s w h i c h are c u r r e n t l y 
confronted with the di lemma of not belonging to either the 
tiger o r dragon development models, the species to which 
they belong remains a l ingering quest ion. © 

Perspectives on the Study 
of Southeast Asia 
Reyna ldo C . Ileto Austra l ian Nat iona l Univers i ty 

Depart ing f r o m the usual linear, modern iza t ion para
digms emp loyed in wr i t i ng the h istory o f Southeast As i a , 
the paper wi l l a t tempt t o reexamine not ions about South 
east As ian h is tory in the past and in the present . T r a d i 
tionally, the region's h istory was depicted largely in terms 

Mar ia Serena I. D iokno and La ra T . Arda les , Univers i ty 
Research Assoc iate , Th i rd W o r l d Studies Center . 



VISITING PROFESSOR Thdliet 

Aphornsuvan 
a t t h e University of t h e Philippines 

I From 29 July to 3 August 1996, Dr. Thanet Aphornsuvan of the History Depart

ment, Thammasat University, gave a series of lectures before the faculty, graduate 

and undergraduate students of the Departments of History and Political Science at 

the College of Social Sciences and Philosophy, and the Asian Center. Dr. Thanet's 

stint as visiting professor at the University of the Philippines is part of the SEASREP 

Exchange Program sponsored by the Toyota Foundation and the Japan Foundation 

Asia Center. Dr. Thanet focused on Thai intellectual history and the formation of 

the modern Thai nation-state. 

T he c o n c e p t o f f r e e d o m in the making of m o d e r n Siam was the main 
theme of D r . T h a n e t A p h o r n s u v a n ' s l ec tu re at the C o l l e g e of Socia l 
Sciences and Phi losophy 's audio-visual r o o m on 2 Augus t 1996. Spon 

s o r e d by the H i s t o r y D e p a r t m e n t , the l e c tu re was a t t ended by the faculty 
and students o f the D e p a r t m e n t s o f H i s t o r y and Pol i t ica l Sc ience ( f rom the 
C o l l e g e of Soc ia l Sc iences and Ph i l osophy ) and the D e p a r t m e n t o f F i l ip ino 
( f rom the Co l l ege of A r t s and Letters) . 

P ro fessor Thanet held the interest of the audience fo r m o r e than an hou r 
that early a f t e rnoon . His l ec tu re was immedia te ly f o l l o w e d by equal ly wel l-
thought o u t reac t ions f r o m D r . M i l agros G u e r r e r o and D r . N o e l T e o d o r o 
of the D e p a r t m e n t o f H i s to r y . 

In his l ec tu re , D r . T h a n e t d i scussed f r e e d o m as par t o f the larger d is 
course on Thai land's modern iza t i on . Mode rn i za t i on , as perce ived by the Thai 
el i te, was the so lu t ion t o the ques t ion o f W e s t e r n expans ion i sm in the late 
18TH and 19TH centur ies. Seriphab, meaning f r e e d o m , was a t e r m invented by 
the royal elite t o co inc ide w i th the concep t o f f r eedom — someth ing the royal 
elite had t o do in the process of t rans forming the Tha i legal and educat ional 
systems into W e s t e r n mode l s . 

D r . Thane t fu r the r clarif ied that the abo l i t ion of slavery in Thai land was 
not the result o f the popu la r iza t ion of seriphab, but a d i rec t consequence of 
the royalty 's sensit ivity t o the g row ing impress ions of fore igners in Thai land. 
He also pointed out that it was the non-compatibi l i ty o f slavery w i th m o d e r n 
ization that sealed the fate of slavery. 

In her r eac t i on , D r . G u e r r e r o mainta ined that the c o n c e p t o f f r e e d o m 
was not alien to Southeast As ian peoples . In fact, she po inted out , it became 
the battle c ry o f bo th the V ie tnamese and the Fi l ipinos, f o r example , against 
co lon ia l dom ina t i on . D r . G u e r r e r o also stressed that the c o n s t r u c t o f f r ee 
d o m in Thai land may differ f r o m its ne ighbors ' by v i r tue of the fact that Siam 
was not out r ight l y c o l o n i z e d by any W e s t e r n p o w e r . H e n c e the d ist inct ive 
character of the Thai d i scourse o n f r e e d o m . She added that whi le Thai land's 
t r iumph in abol ishing slavery and art iculat ing its quest fo r f r e e d o m w e r e dif
ferent, Thai land nonethe less joins the rest of the region in exper ienc ing pov 
erty. 

[ cont inued on page 14] 

Student Impressions 7 
of Dr. Thanet's lecture 

I ...He was able to raise the most im

portant points that concern the forma

tion of a modern Thai nation-state. He 

mention(ed)...the Bangkok-centeredness 

of the modernization (process) which I 

believe is still prevalent up to this day. 

He was at a vantage point when he rec

ognized the importance of mass support 

which is very crucial to an ideal modern 

nation-state. Lastly, he acknowledged (no 

matter how brief) the significance of the 

ethnic minority issue to the larger issue 

of the modernizing Thai nation-state. 

Zenamar L Machacon, Political Science 

I 78 (Politics of Southeast Asia). 

I Dr. Thanet Aphornsuvan's lecture... on 

the formation of the modern Thai state 

...clearly indicated the relativity of the for

mation of state systems. Each state has 

its own peculiar development, and the 

Thai state is no exemption. It is also note

worthy that Dr. Thanet's discipline of 

history may have given him (an advan

tage) in the study of the formation of 

the... Thai state....In general, Dr. 

Thanet's lecture...was able to show 

clearly the importance of the military, bu

reaucracy, and the "middle class" in the 

[ cont inued on p a g e 15] 



The View from Next 

Di sp lay ing t h e u n d e r b e l l y o f 
h i s to r y seems t o be the p r i 
ma ry c o n c e r n o f Jot/, a b i l in 

gual j ou rna l pub l i shed by the S o u t h 
eas t A s i a n S tud i es D e p a r t m e n t o f 
Un i ve r s i t i Malaya. T h e Jati j ou rna l , in 
itself, is a laudable e f fo r t in r e c l a i m 
ing the d o m i n i o n o f Sou theas t As ia ' s 
scho la rs in t he f ie ld . It a lso of fers a 
rare g l impse in to t he academic d i s 
c o u r s e and p a r a m e t e r s o f inqu i ry in 
Malaysia, w h i c h is t he f i rs t in t he r e 
g i o n t o i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e S o u t h e a s t 
A s i a n S tud ies as an a c a d e m i c p r o 
g r am. W i t h t he e x c e p t i o n o f a guest 
ar t ic le f r o m t h e Ph i l ipp ines , all o f the 
ten art ic les pub l i shed in this ma iden 
issue ( S e p t e m b e r 1995) o f Jati w e r e 
w r i t t e n by Malaysians, m o s t of w h o m 
a r e a t t a c h e d t o t h e U n i v e r s i t y ' s 
Southeast As ian Studies D e p a r t m e n t . 

T h e r e c o v e r y o f m a r g i n a l i z e d 
d i s courses by the Malays ian scho la rs 
is m o r e successfu l w h e n it involves 
the i r o w n history . O f the f ou r art ic les 
o n Malaysia, t h o s e tha t deal w i t h t he 
issue o f p o v e r t y mani fes t innovat ive 
m e t h o d s o f h i s t o r i c a l i n q u i r y tha t 
m a k e the Jati j ou rna l w o r t h y o f its 
name (jati = nat ive , p u r e , or ig ina l ) . 
"Rintihan dari Pusaka Usang: Getir hidup 

kaum tani di Semenanjung Tanah 

Melayu 1935-1945 , " w h i c h was p r e 
v i ous l y p r e s e n t e d at a s e m i n a r o n 
m o d e r n Malays ian h i s t o r y in 1992, 
is a co l l abo ra t i ve pape r by M o h a m 
m e d Hal ib , Jati's ed i t o r ; Shaharil Tal ib, 
and M o h d Setefarz i M o h d N o o r . A l 
t h o u g h rev i sed f o r pub l i ca t i on in t he 
jou rna l , t he resul ts o f t h e i r archival 
r esea rch in to the Smal l Estates D e 
ceased Files o f K o t a Bah ru , Kua l a 
Kangsar , Kua l a L ip is , R e m b a u and 
J o h o r du r ing t he p e r i o d 1935 t o 
1945 rema in p r e l im ina r y in na 
tu r e . N o n e t h e l e s s , t he empi r i ca l 
data raise in te res t ing po in t s r e g a r d 
ing t h e i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s o f c lass, 
race and p r o p e r t y in co lon i a l Malaya 
t h a t c o n t i n u e t o b e a t w o r k in 
present-day Ma lays ia . T h e a u t h o r s 

may have been m o t i v a t e d by a d e 
s i re t o reeva luate t he d e v e l o p m e n t 
strategies o f the i r g o v e r n m e n t , but it 
is the i r m o d e o f histor ical inquiry that 
opens up possibi l i t ies f o r o t h e r s c h o l 
ars in t he S o u t h e a s t A s i a n r e g i o n . 
Resea rch in to the t r ans fe r o f p r o p 
e r t y , t h r o u g h i n h e r i t a n c e in t h e 
region's colonia l pe r iod , is undeniably 
a fer t i l e a rea f o r today 's scho la rs . 

O f t h e a r t i c l e s t ha t dea l w i t h 
c o n t e m p o r a r y Ma lays ia , it is I rene 
Sia's ex tens i ve prof i l e o n c o m m o d i 
t i e s t r a d e r and p r o p e r t y t y c o o n , 
R o b e r t K u o k , tha t d e s e r v e s s o m e 
c o m m e n t m a i n l y b e c a u s e o f t h e 
u b i q u i t o u s p r e s e n c e o f Shangr i-La 
H o t e l s in S o u t h e a s t A s i a . Sia d i s 
cusses the business personal i ty of her 
cho i c e by h i s to r i c i z ing h im as a r e p 
resen ta t i on o f the overseas C h i n e s e 
f o u n d in the Malaysian pol i t ica l and 
e c o n o m i c landscape. A t o n e po in t , 
she asser ts that the K u o k B r o t h e r s 
c o m p a n y " is o n e of the ear l iest C h i 
nese compan ies t o unde r s t and G o v 
e r n m e n t need t o p rov ide equal o p 
po r tun i t i e s t o B u m i p u t r a s " and thus 
conc l udes that " i t was the abil i ty o f 
K u o k t o w o r k w i t h G o v e r n m e n t i n 
s t i tu t ions and G o v e r n m e n t pol ic ies 
that a l l owed his c o m p a n y t o g r o w by 
leaps and b o u n d s " (p. 65) 

W h a t is w o r t h e x p l o r 
ing abou t such a "Malay

sian T a i p a n " is w h e t h e r th is same 
abi l i ty has a lso been effect ive in his 
Southeast As ian investments, par t i cu 
larly, in t he Ph i l ipp ines w h e r e K u o k 
Ph i l ipp ine P r o p e r t i e s , Inc., r ecen t l y 
a n n o u n c e d it w o u l d spend five b i l 
l ion pesos o v e r t he nex t t h r e e years 
t o b o o s t its rent-y ie ld ing business. 

T h e t w o art ic les o n the Phi l ip 
p ines a re a t t e m p t s at p r o v i d i n g an 
a l te rnat ive v i e w o f its soc io-cu l tura l 
h i s t o r y . In m o r e w a y s t h a n o n e , 
L u c r e c i a Kas i lag 's a r t i c l e , " F i l i p i n o 
W o m e n in the A r t s in the C o n t e x t 
o f C u l t u r a l D e v e l o p m e n t , " w h i c h 
was or ig ina l ly p r e s e n t e d in the 1991 
International C o n f e r e n c e on W o m e n 
a n d D e v e l o p m e n t in A s i a h e l d at 
Kua la L u m p u r , ex tends the cata logu
ing m e t h o d t o its l imits. T h e names 
of w o m e n invo lved in cu l tura l act iv i 
ties (music, dance, theater , l i terature) 
a r e c a r e f u l l y l i s t ed d o w n and ac 
c o u n t e d fo r . 

Y e t , d e s p i t e h e r r e c o v e r y o f 
w o m e n a r t i s t s f r o m t h e m a r g i n s , 
K a s i l a g r e m a i n e d w e l l w i t h i n t h e 
h e g e m o n i c d i s cou r se o f the F i l ip ino 
cu l tu ra l e l i te . Because of he r initial 
acceptance o f " t h e inevitable h i s to r i 
cal c i r cums tances o f co lon ia l d o m i 
n a t i o n " (p. 94) , the art ic le tends t o 

privi lege the mainst ream (that is, es-t t ab l i shmen t art ) f o r w h i c h Imelda 
M a r c o s is c r e d i t e d as the "greates t 
single inf luence in Phi l ippine cu l tura l 
d e v e l o p m e n t in t h e past t w o d e 
c a d e s " (p. 106). 

H a n a f i H u s i n , in h is a r t i c l e 
"Masyarakat dan Protes di Filipino 

semasa Rejim Marcos, I969an-

I970an," of fers a m o r e re f resh ing 
pe r spec t i v e . H e r e c o n s t r u c t s the 

activities of the student protest move 
m e n t b e f o r e F e r d i n a n d M a r c o s 
p laced t he c o u n t r y unde r mart ial law 
in 1972. Hanaf i 's carefu l d o c u m e n 
ta t ion o f t he organ iza t ions invo lved 
in the mass d e m o n s t r a t i o n s is bui l t 
u p o n his acceptance o f t h e m as le 
g i t imate exp re s s i ons o f a post-inde-
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p e n d e n c e n a t i o n a l i s m tha t t r i e d t o 
r es i s t t h e c o n t i n u i n g n e o c o l o n i a l i -
za t i on o f the Ph i l ipp ines . H e does fall 
prey , h o w e v e r , t o t he usual s imp l i f i 
cat ions that this na t iona l i sm was anti-
A m e r i c a n and des tab i l i zed Ph i l ipp ine 
soc ie t y t o such an e x t e n t tha t m a r 
tial law was necessary . D e s p i t e th is 
Hanaf i was able t o p r o v i d e his Ma lay 
sian co l l e agues w i t h an a l t e r n a t i v e 
v i e w that is g r o u n d e d o n d o c u m e n t s 
t h a t l i e o u t s i d e t h e m a r g i n s o f 
Ma r cos i an h i s tor i ca l d i s c o u r s e . 

T h e demyst i f i ca t ion o f S ingapore 
emerges as a single p r o j e c t in t h r e e 
art ic les that r e c o n s t r u c t its co lon i a l 
h is tory . In "Pelabuhan Singapura — a 
p o r t by d e s i g n , " H a n i z a h Idr is r e 
verses the o f t-perce i ved n o t i o n that 
S ingapore a l ready posses sed a n a t u 
rally deep h a r b o r by r e c o n s t r u c t i n g 
the dredging pro jec ts that w e r e d o n e 
by t he B r i t i s h c o l o n i a l a u t h o r i t i e s . 
A l t h o u g h Han izah 's a r t i c le is m e r e l y 
an e x c e r p t f r o m h e r M . A . t h e s i s 
(1995) , it p rov ides a wea l th o f i n f o r 
ma t ion that can be used f o r f u r t h e r 
studies o n 19th c e n t u r y co lon i a l i n 
f ras t ruc ture . 

A m i d s t t h i s w e a l t h o f d e t a i l s , 
h o w e v e r , is a te l l ing s i lence in e x p l o r 
ing t he i m p l i c a t i o n s o f t h e a r ch i va l 
mater ia ls used in t he r e sea r ch . H a d 
the mater ia ls been sub jec ted t o this 
k ind o f sc ru t iny , S ingapore 's v iabi l i ty 
as a natural p o r t w o u l d c lear ly reveal 
itself t o be a h is tor i ca l l y c o n s t r u c t e d 
m isconcep t i on . Han izah , instead, c o n 
c ludes her ar t i c le by r e f e r r i ng t o the 
presence o f Indonesia's Tanjung P r i ok 
h a r b o r as a n o t h e r " p o r t by des ign " . 
In so d o i n g , she has d i s p l a c e d h e r 
inqu i r y f r o m a d e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f a 
w ide l y he ld bel ief a m o n g past s c h o l 
ars (p. 24) t o o n e that m e r e l y asser ts 
that the S ingapore h a r b o r is n o t u n 
c o m m o n in the reg ion . 

T h e u n f u l f i l l e d p o t e n t i a l f o r 
break ing d o w n h i s to r i ca l c o n s t r u c t s 
is s imilar ly apparent in a n o t h e r ar t i c le 
abou t co lon ia l S ingapore . W r i t t e n by 

[Bilangan I, Sept 1995] 

Siti Khajar M d . Shah, "Periuk Api dalam 

Pertahanan Laut Singapura (sehingga 

perang dunia kedua)" begins by asser t 
ing tha t t h e cas t- i ron c annons tha t 
m a d e up S ingapore ' s naval de fense 
s y s t e m b e f o r e t h e S e c o n d W o r l d 
W a r w e r e mot i va ted less by the Br i t 
ish desire t o t r ans fo rm the Malay Pen 
insula i n to a sea p o w e r in Sou theas t 
A s i a t h a n by a " p r e j u d i c e d " v i e w 
tha t s p u r r e d t h e m t o p r o t e c t t he i r 
o w n investments in S ingapore (p. 38). 
Y e t , t he impl i ca t ions o f such an as
se r t ion remain unart icu lated. Instead, 
t he a r t i c le was m o r e in tent o n p r o 
v id ing a de ta i l ed d e s c r i p t i o n o f t he 
locat ions, categories and types of can 
nons the Br i t i sh had set up a r o u n d 
the is land. 

Finally, Shahari l Ta l ib is able t o 
app rox ima te this potent ia l f o r revers 
ing cons t ruc t s . H is "S ingapore (1824-
1958), this is M y Island in the S u n " 
is strategica l ly p laced as the journa l ' s 
o p e n i n g ar t ic le . N o t on l y does it es 
tabl ish a t hema t i c t h r e a d f o r all the 
art ic les in th is issue o f the j ou rna l ; it 
also reveals h o w such a m o d e o f h is 
t o r i c a l inqu i ry can be b o t h p r o v o c a 
t ive and substant ive . 

W r i t t e n f o r an I A H A co l l oqu ium 
in 1994, Shahar i l ' s a r t i c l e n o t o n l y 
a t t e m p t s t o displace t he my th tha t 

The Jati journal... is a 

laudable effort in 

reclaiming the domin

ion of Southeast Asia's 

scholars in the field. It 

also offers a rare 

glimpse into the aca

demic discourse and 

parameters of inquiry 

in Malaysia, which is 

the first in the region to 

institutionalize South

east Asian Studies as 

an academic program. 

S i n g a p o r e ' s g e o g r a p h y has " n o 
b o u n d s , o n l y u n l i m i t e d poss ib i l i t i es 
in t h e e x p a n s i o n o f S i n g a p o r e ' s 
d o m i n a t i o n o v e r the Southeas t As ian 
r e g i o n " (p. I). It a lso reveals the r e 
pos i t i on ing o f S ingapore f r o m across 
the causeway . 

T h e m a n n e r in w h i c h Shahar i l 
effects the reversal is th rough a c loser 
read ing o f t he t rea t ies and co lon ia l 
maps that c o n s o l i d a t e d S ingapore as 
a separa te geograph i ca l ent i ty . T h e 
ambigui t ies o f S ingapore ' s t e r r i t o r i a l 
l imi ts are d i spe l l ed by i n vok ing the 
ten-mile radius s t ipulated in the 1824 
t r ea t y and the s u b s e q u e n t m a r k i n g 
ou t o f the island's boundar ies by such 
B r i t i sh co l on i a l o f f i ce r s as S i r J ohn 
C r a w f o r d . T h r o u g h an i n t r e p i d 
analysis o f t o p o g r a p h i c a l surveys o f 
J o h o r e and the maps that a c c o m p a 
nied the 1927 treaty , the " o p e n seas" 
o f S i n g a p o r e a r e s h o w n t o be 
b o u n d e d by the p rop r i e t a r l a l lines o f 
the D u t c h and Br i t i sh c o l o n i z e r s . T o 
e m b a r k u p o n these so-ca l led o p e n 
seas t u rns o u t t o be a t rave rsa l o f 
e n c l o s e d spaces . In t he c o n c l u d i n g 
sec t i on o f the ar t ic le , Shahari l is then 
able t o asser t that " t h e en igma that 
is mode rn-day S ingapore is a ser ies 
o f islands, stra i ts and seas geograph i 
cal ly b o u n d e d and c o n t a i n e d and yet 
w i t h t h e app l i c a t i on o f t e c h n o l o g y 
and human r e s o u r c e s able t o b reak 
t h r o u g h (sic) all ba r r i e r s as the Island 
of is lands in Island Sou theas t A s i a " 
(p. 16). 

Un fo r tuna te l y , such a p r o v o k i n g 
s t a t emen t was left u n e x p l o r e d in fa
v o r o f a n e e d t o a n s w e r t he " f ina l 
p u z z l e " regard ing the exac t n u m b e r 
of islands that w e r e c e d e d and then 
r e t r o c e d e d t o the Br i t ish t h r o u g h o u t 
the co lon i a l p e r i o d . Th i s a c coun t ing 
of islands c o u l d we l l have been the 
art ic le 's c o n c l u s i o n . Bu t the ar t i c le , 
in fact, e n d e d w i t h a paragraph d e 
sc r ib ing an inc ident in 1939 w h e n a 
Br i t i sh vessel s t rayed in to D u t c h t e r 
r i t o r i a l w a t e r s abu t t i ng t h e Raffles 
L ighthouse . 

[ cont inued on page 14] 
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.= The Beginning 
a* 
3 In 1978 the Univers i ty o f Malaya 
3 ini t iated an undergradua te p r o g r a m 
" ° o n S o u t h e a s t A s i a n S tud ies in t he 
10 Faculty o f A r t s and Socia l Sc iences. 

It was a p roac t i v e r e s p o n s e by the 
academic c o m m u n i t y o f the U n i v e r 
sity t o the v i s i on e m b o d i e d in the 
D e c l a r a t i o n o f A S E A N C o n c o r d in 
Bali on 24 February 1976. T h e inter 
nalization o f Southeast As ian Studies 
was part o f a w i d e r e f for t t o s t ruc 
tu re an A s i a n Studies-based facul ty 
a l o n g a r e a s t u d i e s and d i s c i p l i n e -
based depar tments . In the fo l l ow ing 
years, the p rogram real ized its p o t e n 
tial and was upgraded by the M in i s 
t r y o f E d u c a t i o n in 1989 as a 
full-fledged D e p a r t m e n t in the Fac
ulty of A r t s and Social Sciences. T h e 
in i t ia t ive was b o l d and imag ina t i ve 
wi th a clear investment in the future. 

T h e D e p a r t m e n t o f Sou theas t 
A s i a n S t u d i e s w a s t h e f i r s t i n t e 
g r a t e d u n d e r g r a d u a t e t e a c h i n g , 
p o s t g r a d u a t e t r a i n i n g a n d r e 
s e a r c h - b a s e d d e p a r t m e n t , a m o n g 
all t he l e a d i n g u n i v e r s i t i e s in t h e 
r e g i o n a n d c o n t i n u e s t o be t h e 
c u t t i n g e d g e . It e s t a b l i s h e d c l o s e 
c o o p e r a t i o n and c o l l a b o r a t i o n w i t h 
s e v e r a l r e s e a r c h and t e a c h i n g i n 
s t i t u t i o n s in the r e g i o n . T o o , sev 
era l i n t e r n a t i o n a l f und ing agenc ies 
ident i f i ed t he d e p a r t m e n t t o m a n 
age , t h r o u g h m u l t i l a t e r a l a g r e e 
m e n t s , t h e r a p i d i n t e g r a t i o n o f 
s e v e r a l l e a d i n g S o u t h e a s t A s i a n 
u n i v e r s i t i e s and r e s e a r c h i n s t i t u 
t i o n s f o r u n d e r g r a d u a t e t e a c h i n g , 
pos tg radua te t ra in ing and r e s e a r c h 
c o l l a b o r a t i o n in the s tudy o f the r e 
g i o n . Th i s p r i v a t e s e c t o r i n i t i a t i ve 

c o m p l e m e n t e d t he c o n c e r t e d ef 
fo r t s by the g o v e r n m e n t s o f S o u t h 
east A s i a n nat ions t o integrate the 
r e g i o n a l o n g s e c t o r a l l ines . 

The Current Status 
The Depar tment has established 

a dist inct ly m o d e r n Southeast As ian 
Studies thrus t in the Faculty of A r t s 
and Soc ia l Sc iences ' unde rg radua te 
teach ing c u r r i c u l u m . T h e a p p r o a c h 
is mu l t id i sc ip l ina ry and the cou r se s 
of fered are s t ruc tu red a long broad-
based, regional l ines. A tota l o f fifty 
n e w cou r ses w e r e inst i tuted in the 
p e r i o d f r o m 1978 t o 1996. A l l s t u 
den ts are r e q u i r e d t o reg is te r in a 
Southeast As ian language course and 
to submit a two-uni t graduate e x e r 
cise based on original research c o n 
ce rn ing the reg ion . In add i t i on , the 
D e p a r t m e n t organ izes s tudents f o r 
" t r a v e l i n g " c l a s s r o o m s t h a t t a k e 
them into r emote corners o f the re 
gion as they gather data and e x p e r i 
ence . 

F u r t h e r m o r e , e x p e r t s o n the 
region f r o m outside the University are 
inv i ted t o share the i r thoughts and 
exper iences in a compu lso ry seminar 
course in the students ' final year. The 
c o n c e p t o f a b o r d e r l e s s Sou theas t 
As i a , thus, has been embedded in the 
teaching p rog ram even before it be
came a c o n t e m p o r a r y b u z z w o r d . 

In 1990, the Depa r tmen t ' s f irst 
Ph.D. candidate graduated. In a re la 
t i ve l y s h o r t p e r i o d , f r o m 1990 t o 
1996, t w o doctora tes w e r e awarded 
and eleven others earned their mas
te rs deg rees . C u r r e n t l y , t h e r e a re 
e ighteen pos tg radua te s tudents o n 

the registry at various stages of their 
r e s e a r c h . T h e r e is a pos i t ive As i an 
r e s p o n s e t o the a c a d e m i c f ie ld o f 
Southeast As ian Studies judging f rom 
the d iverse nat ional backgrounds of 
the r e s e a r c h e r s . T h e pos tgradua te 
c o m m u n i t y inc ludes s tudents f r o m 
A f r i c a , Japan, K o r e a , V ie tnam, Indo
nes ia , Tha i l and and B rune i . Several 
of these students have been awarded 
research scholarships f r o m the Uni-

AmasSpfininli7ntinnnf Staff 

Prof. Shaharil Talib 
Ph.D. Monash U 
M o d e r n Southeast Asian history 

Asso. Prof. Dr. Mohammad 
Raduan Mohd Ariff 
Ph.D. U Malaya 
His tor ica l geography 

Asso.Prof. Dr. Khadijah Hj 
Muhammed Ph.D. Pittsburg U 
U r b a n an th ropo logy 

Asso. Prof. Dr. Mohammed Halib 
Ph.D. C o r n e l l U 
Agr icu l tura l & resource sociology 

Asso. Prof. Dr. Mohd Anis Mohd 
Nor Ph.D. Michigan U. 
Dance ethnology/musicology of 
Southeast As i a 

Puan Noraini bte. Ibrahim 
M.A. Hul l U 
Industrial deve lopment 

En. Hanafi b. Hussin 
M A . U Malaya 
Southeast As ian theater 

Cik Hanizah Idris 
M.A. U Malaya 
Mar i t ime Southeast As ia 

Puan Chan Liew Hoon 
M A U London 
Business studies 
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vers i ty of Malaya, the Malaysian Techn i ca l T ra in ing C o 
ope r a t i on A w a r d and the T o y o t a Founda t i on . 

The D e p a r t m e n t has a small staff o f nine l ec turers 
and one permanent tu to r . It is led by a Professor , whi le 
five others hold the post o f Assoc ia te Professor . T h e in 
dividual and co l l ec t i ve r esea rch s t rengths o f the m e m 

be r s o f t h e d e p a r t m e n t have g a i n e d 
r e cogn i t i on in te rnat iona l l y and r e g i o n 
ally. They have w o n handsome research 
grants f r o m in te rna t i ona l and nat iona l 
f u n d i n g a g e n c i e s . A n n u a l l y , t h e y 
p r e s e n t the i r r e s e a r c h f indings du r i ng 
regional and in ternat iona l con fe rences . 

The i r major research papers have been published by in 
ternationally recognized publishing houses. M o r e recently, 
their skills at regional ism and human resource n e t w o r k 
ing have caught the at tent ion o f co rpo ra t e sectors , w h o 
are spearhead ing the d r i ve t o reg iona l ize a long indus 
tr ia l l ines. T o w a r d s the end o f 1995, the D e p a r t m e n t 
launched its academic journa l ent i t l ed JATI, w h i c h is t o 
serve as its academic flagship. 

T h e r e is no d o u b t that the nex t cen tu r y wi l l be a 
global As i an c en tu r y and that the Southeas t As i an r e 
g ion wi l l be the c r i t i ca l l ink that w i l l b ind East, W e s t , 
South and C e n t r a l A s i a . T h e D e p a r t m e n t is p repa r ing 
itself t o mee t the cha l l enges and needs o f the new l y 
emerging internat ional o rde r . Undergraduate courses wil l 
be constant ly r e v i ewed and rev ised . N e w research d i 
rec t ions wi l l be p lanned and e x e c u t e d f o r acce le ra ted 
par t i c ipa t ion in r eg iona l i sm. S tudents and staff w i l l be 
exposed t o the reg ion by the mechan isms of language 
t r a i n i ng , s t u d e n t e x c h a n g e p r o g r a m s , pos t -g r adua t e 
t ra in ing, staff t r a in ing and exchange and co l l abo r a t i v e 
research a long regional l ines. T h e r e wi l l be a free f l ow 
of students and staff cut t ing across nat ional inst i tut ions 
w i t h i n the r e g i o n . T h e r e w i l l e m e r g e a supra-facu l ty 
among Southeast As i an univers i t ies to mob i l i ze human 
resources w i th in the reg ion . Th is open regional ism wi l l 
encourage o t h e r s f r o m ou t s ide the reg ion t o act ive ly 
participate in the making of a future Southeast As ia that 
is truly ours t o share. © 

Shaharil Talib Chair, Department of Southeast Asian 
Studies, University of Malaya. 

Titlfis nf Masters ft llnntnral TIIPSPS 19911-1HHR 

Ph.D. /99/ The Malay Handloom Weavers: A Study of 

the Growth and Decline of Traditional Manufacture, 

Malays ia 
M.A. 1990 Brunei and its External Relations, 1888-1983, 

Malays ia 
M.A. 1992 The Development of Political Theater in the 

Philippines, 1969-72, Malaysia 
M.A. 1992 The Making of Migrant Workers: Historical 

Development and Contemporary Analysis of Foochow 

Chinese, s i t iawan in Singapore, Malaysia 
M.A. 1993 Japanese Mining Companies in Malaya before 

World War II, Japan 

M.A. 1993 Regionalism in Southeast Asia: A Study of 

ASEAN, K o r e a 
Ph.D. 1993 From Gathering Tripang to Trawling Prawns : 

A Historical Case Study of the Development of the 

Fishing Industry, North Borneo, 1750-1990, Malaysia 
M.A. 1994 Military Cooperation between Malaysia and 

Indonesia, 1966-92, K o r e a 
M.A. 1994 Indonesian Migrants in a Felda Scheme, Sungai 

Koyan, Raub, Pahang: Social-Economic Implications, 

Malays ia 
M.A. 1995 The History of the Defence of Singapore and 

its Dependencies, 1819-1927, Malays ia 
M.A. 1995 The Infrastructure Development of Singapore 

Port, 1819-1941, Malays ia 
M.A. 1996 South Korea-Malaysia Relations: A Study of the 

Political Economy of Interdependence, K o r e a 
M.A. 1996 The Formation of the Malaysia-Thai Boundary, 

Malays ia 

I I 

Y e a r 
T h a i Southeast Asian 

1977/78 

1979/80 

1980/81 

18 

2 

3 8 

Languages Taught 
T a g a i o g i r m m n c 

1981/82 3 4 3 7 

1982/83 4 0 3 8 
1983/84 35 2 0 B u r m e s e 

1984/85 16 16 14 

I9&S/86 18 17 16 
1986/87 18 1 7 18 

1987/88 18 17 18 

1988/89 4 15 7 

1989/90 5 2 0 4 

1990/91 12 16 10 
1991/92 8 13 13 
1993/94 2 8 9 V ie tnamese 
1994/95 10 6 3 2 5 
1995/96 4 7 8 
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International Conference 
on the Centennial of the 1896 

Philippine Revolution 

A highly success fu l and m e m o r a b l e i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
con fe rence on the Centenn ia l o f the 1896 Phi l ip
p i ne R e v o l u t i o n was he l d f r o m 21-23 A u g u s t 

1996, at the Man i l a H o t e l . T h e r e w e r e 91 papers p r e 
sented by fore ign and Fi l ipino scholars o n topics per ta in 
ing to the con fe rence theme, " T h e Phil ippine Revo lu t ion 
and B e y o n d . " T h e speakers and part ic ipants came f r o m 
Europe , As i a , the A m e r i c a s and the Ca r ibbean , Aus t ra l i a 
and N e w Zealand — countr ies whose histories have been 
l inked to the Phi l ippines o r whose histor ical exper iences 
have been similar in s o m e way. F r o m the Spanish-speak
ing coun t r i es , the re w e r e speakers f r o m C u b a , M e x i c o , 
Pue r to R i co and Spain; f r o m Eu rope , speakers f r o m En
gland, F rance , Russ ia , G e r m a n y , the N e t h e r l a n d s , A u s 
tria and the C z e c h Republ ic ; and f r o m As ia , scholars f r o m 
the Peop le ' s Repub l i c o f C h i n a , H o n g K o n g , India, M a 
laysia, Ta iwan , Thai land and Singapore. T h e o the r speak
ers came f r o m the U n i t e d States, wh i l e the bulk o f the 
speakers and part ic ipants w e r e res ident Fi l ipino scholars 
and Filipinos abroad w h o came home fo r the conference. 

T h e Internat ional C o n f e r e n c e o n the Cen tenn ia l o f 
the 1896 Phi l ippine Revo lu t i on was a lmost t w o years in 
the mak ing — it was c o n c e i v e d of in N o v e m b e r 1994 
w h e n the C o m m i t t e e o n H i s t o r i c a l R e s e a r c h o f t he 
Na t iona l C o m m i s s i o n fo r C u l t u r e and the A r t s ( N C C A ) 
s u b m i t t e d a p r o p o s a l t o c o n v e n e an i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
c o n f e r e n c e t o the Ph i l i pp i ne C e n t e n n i a l C o m m i s s i o n 
c h a i r e d by D r . S a l v a d o r H . L a u r e l . T h e c o n c e p t u a l 
f r amework and plan for the conference we re put together 
by S a m u e l K. T a n and B e r n a r d i t a R. C h u r c h i l l , b o t h 
m e m b e r s o f t h e N C C A - C o m m i t t e e o n H i s t o r i c a l 
Resea rch . 

In planning the conference theme, the p rogram c o m 
mittee wanted the con fe rence t o l ook into histor ical de 
ve lopments o r the cond i t i ons in the n ineteenth century 
— social , pol i t ical , e conomic , cultural , intellectual — some 
of wh i ch might have con t r i bu ted t o the ou tb reak of the 
Revo lut ion in 1896 wh i ch culminated in the establ ishment 
of the First Phil ippine Republ ic in Malo los in January 1899. 
Presentat ions o n the Phi l ippine Revo lu t i on itself, c o v e r 
ing the per iod f r o m 1896 to 1902 and beyond we re also 

PHILIPPINE CENIENNtAL 

1 8 9 8 - 1 9 9 8 
cons ide red . T h e h is tor iography of 
the Phil ippine Revo lut ion is ex ten 
sive but it has been, until recently, 
n a r r o w l y focused on the ilustrado 

l e a d e r s h i p o f t he r e v o l u t i o n a r y / 
n a t i o n a l i s t m o v e m e n t and t h e 
e v e n t s t ha t u n f o l d e d in M a n i l a , 

Cav i te and Malo los . T h e Katipunan and the Revolut ion also 
f igured prominent l y outs ide the heart land of the Revo lu 
t ion in Luzon , whe re movements in the towns and prov 
inces also mer i t ser ious study. 

Because the Ph i l ipp ine R e v o l u t i o n , the f i rst against 
c o l o n i a l r u l e in A s i a , w a s an e v e n t o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
significance, we wanted that momen tous per iod discussed 
in t h e c o n t e x t o f t h e r e v o l u t i o n s and n a t i o n a l i s t 
movements o f o the r countr ies , especially in Asia . W e also 
wanted to see the repor ts on the event by foreign countr ies 
w h o we re aware of what was going on in the Philippines 
o r conce rned about Phil ippine affairs. The mar t y rdom of 
Jose Rizal in D e c e m b e r 1896, wh ich was the focus of the 
last day o f the con fe rence , was a landmark event in the 
Fi l ip inos' struggle fo r l ibera t ion f r o m co lon ia l rule. 

The re w e r e also papers that dealt wi th the past one 
hundred years by way of engaging in a national assessment 
of the state of the nat ion and its nat ional life towards a 
vision of the future. T h e Con f e r ence was, in the words of 
a j o u r n a l i s t , " A T h r e e - d a y C e n t u r y , " and a f i t t i n g 
c o m m e m o r a t i o n of the Centenn ia l of the 1896 Philippine 
Revo lu t i on . © 

Bernardi ta R. Church i l l , Con fe rence P rogram D i rec to r . 

Korea-ASEAN 
Circuit Seminar in Hanoi 

The K o r e a n Assoc i a t i on of Southeast As ian Studies 
( K A S E A S ) held t he i r 4 th A n n u a l A S E A N C i r c u i t 
Seminar last July 26 t o 27 , 1996 in H a n o i , V i e t 

nam. The theme of the seminar was "Southeast As ia and 
K o r e a : E c o n o m i c D e v e l o p m e n t and Pol i t ical R e f o r m . " 

N i n e K o r e a n scholars, led by K A S E A S President Prof. 
A h n Chung-Si of the Pol it ical Science Depar tment , Seoul 
Nat iona l Univers i ty jo ined the seminar. Madam Pham C h i 
Lan, secretary-general of the V i e tnam C h a m b e r of C o m -



m e r c e and Industry co-cha i r ed the o rgan iz ing c o m m i t 
tee. Five scholars f r o m V ie tnam, Indonesia, the Phil ippines, 
S ingapore and Tha i l and p r e sen t ed c o u n t r y r e p o r t s . 

T h e pape rs p r e s e n t e d dea l t w i t h the i n t e rp l a y o f 
e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t and po l i t i ca l r e f o r m in se lec ted 
A S E A N count r i es and South K o r e a , and issues per t inent 
to economic deve lopment such as quality o f life, Japanese 
and K o r e a n fore ign d e v e l o p m e n t assistance and invest 
ments , global in tegra t ion and secur i ty . 

T h e K A S E A S ' annua l s e m i n a r s a i m at p r o m o t i n g 
mutual understanding, encouraging co l laborat ive research 
act iv i t ies, and seek ing o u t ways t o p r o m o t e mutua l c o 
operat ion between K o r e a and the A S E A N countr ies . Since 
1993, the K o r e a n Ove rseas Informat ion Service has regu 
larly sponsored the C i r c u i t Seminar. T o date, th ree rounds 

have b e e n h e l d s u c c e s s i v e l y , in c o l l a b o r a t i o n w i t h 
Thammasa t Un ivers i t y , Un i ve rs i t y o f Malaya, Univers i tas 
Indonesia, and Singapore Institute o f Southeast As ian S tud
ies, unde r var ious t hemes such as " P a r t n e r s h i p A m o n g 
K o r e a and Southeast As i an C o u n t r i e s in the Asia-Pacific 
E ra , " " P r o m o t i n g K o r e a - A s e a n C o o p e r a t i o n and Po l i t i 
cal and E c o n o m i c D e v e l o p m e n t , " and " O p e n i n g o f the 
W T O Era and the Ro le o f the A P E C . " 

K A S E A S was founded o n June 29, 1991, th rough an 
Inaugural Genera l Meet ing at the Institute of Foreign A f 
fairs and N a t i o n a l Secur i ty , a subs id ia ry o f the M in i s t r y 
of Foreign Affa i rs o f the Republ ic o f K o r e a . It publ ishes 
an annual journa l , The Southeast Asian Review, in the K o 
rean language. 

T h e p u r p o s e o f t h e K A S E A S a re t o lead in and 
deepen Southeast As i an Studies at the academic level in 
K o r e a ; to deve lop an academic c o m m u n i t y pursuing bal 
anced and integrated Southeas t A s i a n studies and t r a n 
scending the div is ion be tween socia l sc ience and the h u 
manit ies; t o encourage exchange o f i n f o rma t i on a m o n g 
members and deve lop specialists; and to suppor t the p r o 
mo t i on of mutual understanding and exchanges be tween 
K o r e a and the reg ion . 

The K A S E A S office is at 263-13, Gongduk-Dong , Jaeil 
Bldg. #906, M a p o - k u , Seou l 256-13 , K o r e a . T h e i r t e l e 
phone numbers are (822) 706- 6761 o r 706-6764; fax # 
(822) 706- 6 7 6 5 . O 

Mir iam C. Ferrer , Political Science Depar tment , Univers i ty of the 
Philippines, and Deputy D i r e c t o r , U P Th i rd W o r l d Studies Cente r . 

Thailand Research Fund ; 
m 

Vietnamese Studies Program | 
13 

Fore ign A r e a Studies cons t i tu te a basic c o m p o n e n t 
of the Thai land Research Fund. Understandably , the 
Fund gives special at tent ion to count r ies wi th wh ich 

Thai land has c lose re lat ions o r wh i ch have significant i m 
pact o n cer ta in aspects o f Thai land's fu ture . In add i t ion , 
the Fund suppor ts researches about count r ies whose per 
capi ta i n come is less than Tha i land 's . V i e t n a m is among 
these count r i es . 

O n e difficulty o f area studies is foreign language p r o 
f i c i ency and in T h a i l a n d , r e sea r che r s w i t h this ski l l a re 
rather few. Hence the Fund invites foreign scholars to help 
acce le ra te a rea s tudies in Tha i l and . T o qual ify f o r sup 
por t , foreign applicants must meet the necessary academic 
r e q u i r e m e n t s , i n c l ud ing p r o f i c i e n c y in the Engl ish l an 
guage. 

In late 1995 and ear ly 1996, 
a delegation was sent by the Fund 
to Hano i and H o C h i M inh C i t y in 
V ie tnam to carry ou t a fact-finding 
m i s s i o n o n the c u r r e n t s ta te o f 
V ie tnamese Studies in V ie tnam and 
t o e x p l o r e venues f o r c o l l a b o r a 
t i o n . T h e de legat ion cons i s t ed o f 
D r . C h a r n v i t Kasets i r i (Thammasat U n i 
vers i ty ) , D r . T h e e r a N u j p i u m (S i lpakorn 
U n i v e r s i t y ) , D r . T h a n y a t h i p S r i p a n a 
(Chu la longkorn Univers i ty ) , and Prof. Sophana Sr ichampa 
(Mah ido l Univers i ty ) , w i th D r . B o o n r a k Boonyakhetma la , 
D i r e c t o r of the P rog ram on Transnat iona l and D e v e l o p 
m e n t O p t i o n s , as head . A s the c o o r d i n a t o r and i n t e r 
preter , Mr . Nguyen C h i T h o n g (Visit ing Research Fel low, 
Institute o f As i an Studies, C h u l a l o n g k o r n Univers i ty ) i n 
t roduced the delegates to the Institute fo r Southeast As ian 
Studies in the N a t i o n a l C e n t e r f o r Soc ia l Sc iences and 
Human i t i es o f V i e tnam. 

T h e delegat ion was w a r m l y w e l c o m e d by D r . Pham 
Due Thanh , d i r e c to r of the institute, w h o organized sev
eral meetings w i th V ie tnamese scholars both in Hano i and 
in H o C h i M inh C i t y . 

In May 1996, the Fund dec i ded t o p r o v i d e a grant 
fo r a seminar o n V ie tnamese Studies in Bangkok and an 
o the r to suppor t a pro ject entit led " T h e Identity of Viet-

[ c o n t i n u e d n e x t page ] 



[Thanet continued f rom page7] 
Fo r his part, D r . T e o d o r o noted 

that D r . Thanet 's discussion was l im
ited t o the Thai-Buddhist exper ience . 
D r . T e o d o r o e x p r e s s e d i n te res t in 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g h o w t h e n o t i o n o f 
Thai f r e edom translates into the p re 
d o m i n a n t l y I s lamic c u l t u r e in t h e 
Malay provinces in southern Thai land 
w h i c h o n c e f o r m e d p a r t o f t h e 
Siamese k ingdom. D r . T e o d o r o also 
re fer red to the t rad i t ion of rebel l ion 
in Tha i l and as he d r e w o u t the e x 
p e r i e n c e s o f n e a r b y M a l a y s i a . H e 
posed the quest ion as to whe the r o r 
n o t t h e r e was any c o r r e l a t i o n b e 
tween the Malaysian exper i ence and 
Tha i land 's and h o w the c o n c e p t o f 
f r eedom, as discussed earl ier, fits into 
such e x p e r i e n c e . 

These reac t ions w e r e f o l l o w e d 
by q u e s t i o n s f r o m t h e a u d i e n c e 
which D r . Thanet answered ably. A s 
he recognized the impor tance of the 
r eac t i ons and c o m m e n t s ra i sed by 
the aud ience , D r . T h a n e t s t r e s sed , 
h o w e v e r , that f r o m the ou t se t , his 
paper was l imi ted t o the Tha i -Bud 
dhist expe r i ence and that c o m p a r a 
tive inquiries have yet to be exp lo red . 
In r e sponse t o a ques t i on f r o m the 
a u d i e n c e , he p o i n t e d o u t t h a t 
seriphab was popular ized by the Thai 
student movemen t in the 1960s. But 
he said he f o u n d no c o n t r a d i c t i o n 
b e t w e e n th is m o d e r n p h e n o m e n a 
and the fact that seriphab is an ancient 
Tha i concep t . 

D r . Thanet conc luded by not ing 
that w i th the quer ies ra ised by and 
as a react ion to his paper, m o r e w o r k 
remains t o be done on the c o m p l e x 
issue of the Thai concept o f f r eedom. 

If w e are t o d raw insights f r o m 
the in te rac t ions that t o o k place in 
the f o r u m , the exchanges be tween 
the Thai scholar and the Fi l ipino au 
d i ence p r o m i s e a br ight and l ively 
future in the exchange of ideas and 
f r a m e w o r k s a m o n g S o u t h e a s t 
Asians. © V i c t o r J. Paz, H i s to r y Depa r t 
ment, Univers i ty of the Phil ippines. 

[Thai Research continued from page I 3] 
namese C u l t u r e " by Prof. Phan N g o c , an outs tand ing V ie tnamese sen ior re 
searcher. T h e Institute o f As ian Studies at Chu l a l ongko rn Univers i ty , which is 
headed by D r . W i t h a y a Suchar i tha-narugse , was ass igned t o manage these 
t w o projects, wi th the help o f the board of management, including all the Thai 
delegates t o V i e tnam men t i oned above. 

O n 23 July 1996 in H a n o i , an agreement t o imp l emen t the V ie tnamese 
Studies P rog ram was made by the Institute o f As i an Studies, C h u l a l o n g k o r n 
Univers i ty and the Institute for Southeast As ian Studies, Nat iona l C e n t e r for 
Social Sc iences and Human i t i es o f V i e tnam. U n d e r the agreement , V i e t n a m 
ese scholars are t o prepare twelve academic papers (in English) which wil l be 
used in the pre-seminar o f the Thai and V ie tnamese scholars in late O c t o b e r 
1996 in H o C h i Minh C i t y . T h e final papers wi l l be presented in a three-day 
seminar in Bangkok in January 1997. D is t ingu ished guests, Thai and fore ign 
mass media, businessmen, investors and o thers interested in V ietnamese studies 
wi l l be invited t o the seminar. 

A s for the pro jec t o n " T h e Identity o f V i e tnamese C u l t u r e " , Prof. Phan 
N g o c wil l be invited by the Institute o f As ian Studies, Chu l a l ongko rn Un ive r 
sity, t o present his paper wh i ch wi l l be t rans la ted into English. H e wil l also 
read a paper in the Bangkok seminar . D u r i n g his stay the re , f r o m O c t o b e r 
1996 t o February 1997, Prof. Phan N g o c wi l l in te rac t w i t h Tha i scholars in 
var ious institutes and faculties. T h e proceedings of the seminar as wel l as the 
w o r k s of Prof. Phan N g o c wil l be publ ished by the Institute of As ian Studies. 

W i t h the full and act ive par t i c ipa t ion of V i e tnamese scholars , as noted 
by D r . W i t h a y a Suchar i tha-narugse, and the s u p p o r t of the board of man 
agement and staff in the Institute of As i an Studies , the V i e tnamese Studies 
P rogram sponsored by the Thai land Research Fund is wel l on its way to suc
cess. © Nguyen Chi Thong, Visiting Research Fellow, Institute of Asian Studies, 

Chulalongkorn University. 

[Jati Review continued from page 9] 

T h e uneven handl ing of h i s to ry ' s unde rbe l l y a m o n g these art ic les may 
have been caused by the e l is ion of c o m p a r i s o n s and the p r e f e r ence fo r single-
c o u n t r y s tud ies . Y e t this is apparent l y s o m e t h i n g a l ready r e cogn ized w i th in 
the Malaysian doma in . T h e journal 's c los ing art ic le , "Penilu-san dan Realiti Sejarah 

Asia Tenggara: satu persoalan" by M o h a m m a d Raduan M o h d . A r i f f and Shaharil 
Ta l ib , argues f o r an expans i on of t he pa rame te r s in Sou theas t As i an h i s t o r i 
cal r esea rch b e y o n d the b o r d e r s o f indiv idual nat ions . T h e y p r o c e e d t o sift 
t h r o u g h the var ious resea rches d o n e after t he S e c o n d W o r l d W a r in the i r 
sea rch f o r the m o d e of h is tor ica l inqu i ry that br ings it c l o s e r t o the real ity of 
Southeas t A s i a as a r eg ion . 

It is the w o r k d o n e o n mar i t ime k ingdoms and t he i r h is tor ies that they 
f o u n d t o be m o s t acceptab le , in par t i cu lar , the chal lenge issued by A d r i a n B. 
Lapian, the Indonesian h i s to r i an w h o argues that t he seas are cent ra l ra ther 
than marginal t o Sou theas t As ia ' s h i s to ry . T h e ar t i c le a lso m a r k e d ou t the 
Sulu Sea, t he J ohor-R iouw-L inga E m p i r e , and S ingapore as the t h r e e areas 
that o f fe r a n u m b e r o f poss ib i l i t ies f o r ma r i t ime resea rch . Ev ident ly much of 
Malaysian ma r i t ime r e sea r ch , par t i cu lar ly in Un i ve r s i t i Malaya, has v en tu r ed 
f u r t h e r in to S ingapore 's s u r r o u n d i n g seas. T h e art ic le 's o v e r v i e w of the g radu 
ate theses and research projects being d o n e in the Univers i ty ' s Southeast As ian 
Studies D e p a r t m e n t attests t o th is . T h e Jati j ourna l thus gives us much t o be 
op t im i s t i c about . It s h o w s that t he m o d e of h is tor i ca l inqu i ry in Malaysia is 
m o v i n g t o w a r d s " b o r d e r l e s s " r e sea r ch . M o r e signif icantly, it is p rov id ing the 
impetus wi th in the region fo r a m o r e invigorated use of the comparat ive m e t h o d 
in Sou theas t As i an Studies . ® Luisa J. Mallari, Department of English and Com

parative Literature, University of the Philippines. 



The Institute of Asian Stud

ies at Chulalongkorn Univer

sity, Thailand, and the 

Universities' Historical Re

search Centre at Yangon, 

Myanmar, will co-host a 

seminar on Thai-Myanmar Studies 
in Yangon on 2-4 December 1996. 

The seminar will focus on various aspects 

and issues in Thai and Myanmar histori

ography. 

For further in format ion, wr i te : 
Daw Ni Ni Myint, Director 

Universi t ies ' H is tor ica l Research C e n t r e 
A m a r a Hal l , Yangon Univers i ty Campus 
Yangon I 1041, M y a n m a r 

Fax N o . 951 530-121 

C(0) O 
The Southeast Asian Studies Re
gional Exchange Program of the 

Toyota Foundation and the Japan Foun

dation Asia Center will announce the 

availability of grants for fiscal year 1991 

from I February to 30 March 1991. 

Fo r inquiries, wri te: 
Tokyo joint Secretariot for SEASREP 

c/o The T o y o t a Foundat ion 
Shinjuku Mitsui Bldg. 
37F/ 2-1-1 Nish i-Shin juku 
Shinjuku-ku, T o k y o 163-04, Japan 
T e l . (813) 3344-1701 
Fax (813) 3342-691 I 

On 13-14 December 1996, the 
SEASREP Council and the liaison of

ficers of the five signatory universities to 

the Memorandum of Understanding for 

Southeast Asian Studies 

will meet in Manila to 

flesh out the details of ad

mission and other policies 

for faculty and students 

on exchange programs. 

This will be the first meet

ing between the university 

representatives and mem

bers of the Council. 
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[Students on Thanet lecture continued from page 7] 

formation of the modern Thai state. 

Ruel Ulysses E. de Guzman, Political 

Science I 78 (Politics of Southeast Asia). 

I Far from being merely a recollection 

of history, Dr. Aphornsuvan's lecture 

does a number of things. First, it cor

rects our notion that Thailand was un

conditionally independent of the 

Western colonizers that laid siege to its 

neighboring territories. It speaks of the 

numerous concessions which the Thai 

kings made to the Western countries 

in exchange for their sovereignty. It 

avoids the tendency to glorify Thai's 

early history, a trap...which many social 

scientists, more particularly historians, 

are often susceptible to. 

For me the greatest feature of Dr. 

Aphornsuvan as a speaker is that he did 

not act as an apologist for the various 

flaws which his discourse revealed... 

(about) his nation's history. Academi

cians can...act as proponents of their own 

countries' policies, no matter how bad. 

Perhaps, the advantage Aphornsuvan 

possesses over such individuals is the fact 

that he was, in fact, once an activist. At 

any rate, he comes across as frank and 

honest about his country's situation... 

Another thing that struck me about 

Dr. Aphornsuvan was his sense of hu

mor ...and I was glad to see the audi

ence appreciated (his jokes). It is this 

ability to discuss and at the same time 

know when to inject humor that will 

make discussion among Southeast Asian 

scholars a pleasurable experience. Jaime 

Arroyo, Political Science I 78 (Politics of South

east Asia). 

I "The discussion was lively because of 

the exchange of opinions and views. The 

only obstacle to effective communication 

was Dr. Thanet's not being able to un

derstand the Filipino language and the 

audience's lack of knowledge as well of 

the Thai language...Maria Isabelle 

Lorena S. Pineda, History of Asia and 

the World. 

I The main topic was slavery in Thai

land, called "Land of the Free." Hut are 

the Thais truly free? Perhaps they were 

not colonized by foreigners, but many 

of them were slaves in their own land, 

also because of poverty. In my view, this 

can be compared to the "maids" here 

in the Philippines. Because of grave need 

or heavy indebtedness, they fall under 

the control of others. 

In analyzing the history of Thailand, 

it can be said that the slaves were not 

the only ones held in bondage or the ones 

without freedom; common people, too, 

and some others in authority were not 

truly free. In truth, only one person ex

ercised absolute freedom — who else 

but the king. 

It is true, after all, that freedom is 

very important. Without it, what is the 

purpose of life in this world? Now, I un

derstand and value even more the 

struggle of our heroes (for freedom) in 

1896. Margarita B. de la Pena, His

tory of Asia and the World. 




